Special Cells

	[image: image1.png]



	Muscle cells are long and thin. They are designed to suddenly shorten. This is how our muscles pull on our bones and move them at our joints.
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	Red blood cells are shaped like saucers. They are packed with a chemical that carries oxygen. They don’t have a nucleus.
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	Root hair cells have a long extension that gives them a very big surface area for taking in water and minerals.
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	Nerve cells have lots of connections with other cells. Sometimes they have a long part that carries messages to other parts of the body.
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	Ciliated epithelium cells have tiny hairs that move sticky mucus out of the lungs to keep them clean.
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	Sperm cells have a head part that holds the nucleus. The cell also has a long tail that helps it swim to an egg cell to fertilise it.
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