Microbes in the air

Aim

We are going to find out if bacteria are in the air. We will use a special food called nutrient broth. The broth has been sterilised. It goes cloudy if bacteria grow in it.

Method

Set up 5 sterilised test tubes like this...
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a - has nutrient broth and the top is open to the air.

b - has cotton wool in the top.

c - has cotton wool and some foil over it.

d - has a straight glass tube held in with cotton wool.

e - has a curved glass tube held by cotton wool.

Make sure that the tubes are labelled.
They will be left for about a week.

Report

1. Copy the diagram and label it so that you remember how the tubes were set up.

2. Copy this table out for the results.

	Tube
	Prediction
	Result

	a
	
	

	b
	
	

	c
	
	

	d
	
	

	e
	
	



Write cloudy or clear in the prediction column.

3. Explain why you think that some tubes will go cloudy but others will stay clear.
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